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Assurances, Affirmations, and Declarations

Valor Academy High School (also referred to herein as “VAHS” and “Charter School”) shall:

e Be nonsectarian in its programs, admission policies, employment practices, and all other operations.
(California Education Code (hereinafter “Ed. Code™) § 47605(d)(1).)

e Not charge tuition. (Ed. Code 8 47605(d)(1).)

e Not discriminate against any pupil on the basis of disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression,
nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any other characteristic that is contained in the
definition of hate crimes set forth in section 422.55 of the Penal Code. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(1); Ed. Code
§220.)

e Except as provided in Education Code section 47605(d)(2), admission to a charter school shall not be
determined according to the place of residence of the pupil, or of his or her parent or legal guardian, within
this state, except that an existing public school converting partially or entirely to a charter school under this
part shall adopt and maintain a policy giving admission preference to pupils who reside within the former
attendance area of that school. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(1).)

o Admit all pupils who wish to attend Charter School. (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(2)(A).)

e Except for existing pupils of Charter School, determine attendance by a public random drawing if the
number of pupils who wish to attend Charter School exceeds Charter School’s capacity. Preference shall
be extended to pupils currently attending Charter School and pupils who reside in the Los Angeles Unified
School District (also referred to herein as “LAUSD” and “District”). (Ed. Code § 47605(d)(2)(B).)

e If a pupil is expelled or leaves Charter School without graduating or completing the school year for any
reason, Charter School shall notify the superintendent of the school district of the pupil’s last known
address within 30 days, and shall, upon request, provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative
record of the pupil, including a transcript of grades or report card, and health information. (Ed. Code §
47605(d)(3).)

o Meet all statewide standards and conduct the pupil assessments required pursuant to Education Code
sections 60605 and 60851 and any other statewide standards authorized in statute or pupil assessments
applicable to pupils in non-charter public schools. (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(1).)

e Consult, on a regular basis, with Charter School’s parents, legal guardians, and teachers regarding the
school’s educational programs. (Ed. Code § 47605(c)(2).)

Charter School hereby declares that Charter School, operated as or by its nonprofit public benefit corporation,
is and shall be the exclusive public school employer of Charter School’s employees for the purposes of the
Educational Employment Relations Act (EERA), Chapter 10.7 (commencing with Section 3540) of Division 4
of Title I of the Government Code. Charter School shall comply with all provisions of the EERA and shall act
independently from LAUSD for collective bargaining purposes. In accordance with the EERA, employees
may join and be represented by an organization of their choice for collective bargaining purposes.



NOTE: This Charter contains specific “District Required Language” (DRL), including the Assurances,
Affirmations, and Declarations section above. The DRL should be highlighted in gray within each Charter
element or section. The final section of the Charter provides a consolidated addendum of the DRL. This
intentional redundancy facilitates efficient charter petition review while ensuring ready access to the DRL for
any given section of the Charter. To the extent that any inconsistency may exist between any provision
contained within the body of the Charter and the DRL contained in the addendum, the provisions of the DRL
addendum shall control.



Element 1 — The Educational Program

“The educational program of the charter school, designed, among other things, to identify those whom the
charter school is attempting to educate, what it means to be an “educated person” in the 21st century, and
how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that program shall include the objective of enabling pupils
to become self-motivated, competent, and lifelong learners.” (Ed. Code 8 47605(b)(5)(A)(i).)

“The annual goals for the charter school for all pupils and for each subgroup of pupils identified pursuant
to Section 52052, to be achieved in the state priorities, as described in subdivision (d) of Section 52060, that
apply for the grade levels served, or the nature of the program operated, by the charter school, and specific
annual actions to achieve those goals. A charter petition may identify additional school priorities, the goals
for the school priorities, and the specific annual actions to achieve those goals.” (Ed. Code 8§
47605(b)(5)(A)(ii).)

“If the proposed charter school will serve high school pupils, a description of the manner in which the
charter school will inform parents about the transferability of courses to other public high schools and the
eligibility of courses to meet college entrance requirements. Courses offered by the charter school that are
accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges may be considered transferable and courses
approved by the University of California or the California State University as creditable under the “A” to
“G” admissions criteria may be considered to meet college entrance requirements.” (Ed. Code 8§

47605(b)(5)(A)(iii).)

LocAL CONTROL FUNDING FORMULA (LCFF) AND LOCAL CONTROL AND ACCOUNTABILITY PLAN

(LCAP)

Charter School acknowledges and agrees that it must comply with all applicable laws and regulations related
to AB 97 (2013) (Local Control Funding Formula), as they may be amended from time to time, which include
the requirement that Charter School shall annually submit a Local Control and Accountability Plan
(LCAP)/annual update to the Los Angeles County Superintendent of Schools and the Charter Schools Division
(CSD) on or before July 1. In accordance with Education Code sections 47604.33 and 47606.5, Charter School
shall annually update its goals and annual actions to achieve those goals identified in the charter pursuant to
Education Code section 47605(b)(5)(A)(ii), using the Local Control and Accountability Plan template adopted
by the State Board of Education, as it may be changed from time to time. Charter School shall comply with all
requirements of Education Code section 47606.5, including but not limited to the requirement that Charter
School “shall consult with teachers, principals, administrators, other school personnel, parents, and pupils in
developing the local control and accountability plan and annual update to the local control and accountability
plan.” (Ed. Code § 47606.5(¢).)

ACADEMIC CALENDAR AND SCHEDULES

Charter School shall offer, at a minimum, the number of minutes of instruction set forth in Education Code
section 47612.5, and the number of school days required by California Code of Regulations, title 5, section
11960.

MATHEMATICS PLACEMENT

Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements of the California Mathematics Placement Act of
2015.



TRANSITIONAL KINDERGARTEN

Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements regarding transitional kindergarten. For purposes
of admission to Charter School, transitional kindergarten shall be considered a part of kindergarten, and
therefore students enrolled in transitional kindergarten at Charter School shall be considered existing students
of Charter School for purposes of Charter School’s admissions, enrollment, and lottery.

HIGH ScHOOL EXIT EXAMINATION

Charter School shall comply with all applicable requirements of Education Code sections 60850 — 60859,
including but not limited to the requirements of sections 60851.6 and 60852.3.

WASC ACCREDITATION

If Charter School serves students in grades 9-12, before Charter School graduates its first class of students,
Charter School shall obtain, and thereafter maintain, Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC)
accreditation.

ENGLISH L EARNERS

Charter School shall identify potential English Learners in a timely manner in accordance with all applicable
legal requirements. Charter School must provide all English Learners with an effective English language
acquisition program that also affords meaningful and equitable access to Charter School’s core academic
curriculum. Instructional plans for English Learners must be (1) based on sound educational theory; (2)
adequately supported with trained teachers and appropriate materials and resources; and (3) periodically
evaluated to make sure the program is successful and modified when the program is not successful.

On an annual basis, upon request, Charter School shall submit a certification to the LAUSD Charter Schools
Division (CSD) that certifies that Charter School has adopted and is implementing either the LAUSD English
Learner Master Plan or Charter School’s own English Learner (EL) Master Plan. If Charter School chooses to
implement its own EL Master Plan, the plan shall provide a detailed description of Charter School’s EL
program, and shall address the following:

e How Charter School’s EL Master Plan provides all of its English Learners, including but not limited
to Long Term English Learners (LTELS) with an effective English language acquisition program as
well as meaningful and equitable access to Charter School’s core academic curriculum

How English Learners’ specific needs will be identified

What services will be offered

How, where, and by whom the services will be provided

How Charter School will evaluate its EL program each year, and how the results of this evaluation will
be used to improve the program, including the provision of EL services
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Each year, Charter School shall provide to the CSD a report on its annual evaluation of the effectiveness of its
EL program. Upon request, Charter School shall provide a copy of its current EL Master Plan to the CSD.

Charter School shall administer the CELDT/ELPAC annually in accordance with federal and state
requirements.

Charter School shall reclassify English Learners in accordance with federal and state requirements.

Charter School shall provide parent outreach services and meaningfully inform parents with limited English
proficiency of important information regarding Charter School matters to the same extent as other parents.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Federal Law Compliance

Charter School shall adhere to all provisions of federal law related to students with disabilities including, but
not limited to, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title 11 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990, and the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004.

Special Education Program

Charter School shall ensure that no student otherwise eligible to enroll in Charter School shall be denied,
directly or indirectly, admission due to a disability or to Charter School’s inability to provide necessary
services. Charter School acknowledges that policies and procedures are in place to ensure the recruitment,
enrollment, service, and retention of students with disabilities at LAUSD-authorized charter schools, including
Charter School.

Prior to LAUSD Board of Education approval of an initial Charter petition, and if a renewing Charter School
intends to operate as a “school of the district” for special education services, Charter School shall execute a
Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) by and between LAUSD and Charter School regarding the provision
and funding of special education services consistent with applicable state law and the LAUSD Special
Education Local Plan Area (“SELPA”) Local Plan for Special Education and shall be considered a “public
school of the District” for purposes of Special Education pursuant to Education Code Section
47641(b). However, Charter School reserves the right to make written verifiable assurances that it may become
an independent local educational agency (LEA) and join a SELPA pursuant to Education Code Section 47641
(a) either on its own or with a grouping of charter school LEAs as a consortium following the requirements of
Education Code section 56195.3(b).

SELPA Reorganization




The Los Angeles Unified School District is approved to operate as a single-District SELPA under the provisions
of Education Code section 56195.1(a). As a single-District SELPA, the District has created two charter school
sections (District-operated Programs and Charter-operated Programs) under the administration of one single
Administrative Unit pursuant to a reorganization plan approved by the Board of Education on January 4, 2011
(149/10-11). Full implementation of the reorganized LAUSD SELPA commenced in the 2013-2014 school
year requiring all District-authorized charter schools to elect one of the three options available under the
LAUSD SELPA. Prior to an option election, all District-authorized charter schools were required to participate
as a school of the District under the District-Operated Programs Unit. Prior to the beginning of the 2013-2014
school year, all District-authorized charter schools, other than those that had previously executed an Option 3
Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”), were required to execute a new MOU setting forth the LAUSD
SELPA option election for the remainder of the charter petition term. The Charter-operated Program schools
do not have LEA status for the purposes of special education but will function in a similar role in that each
charter school will be responsible for all special education requirements, including but not limited to services,
placement, due process, related services, special education classes, and special education supports. Charter
schools that have elected to participate in a District-operated programs option may apply for membership in
the Charter-operated Program section of the SELPA. Charter schools accepted for participation in the Charter-
operated Programs section receive support from a Special Education Director for the Charter-operated
Programs.

Modified Consent Decree Requirements

All charter schools approved by the LAUSD Board of Education are bound by and must adhere to the terms,
conditions and requirements of the Chanda Smith Modified Consent Decree (“MCD”) and other court orders
imposed upon the District pertaining to special education. The MCD is a consent decree entered in a federal
court class action lawsuit initially brought on behalf of students with disabilities in LAUSD. It is an agreement
of the parties approved by the federal court and monitored by a court-appointed independent monitor. The
MCD includes nineteen statistically measureable outcomes and facilities obligations that the District has to
achieve to disengage from the MCD and federal court oversight. All charter schools are required to use the
District’s Special Education Policies and Procedures Manual and Welligent, the District-wide web-based
software system used for online Individualized Education Programs (“IEPs”) and tracking of related services
provided to students during the course of their education.

As part of fulfilling the District’s obligations under the MCD, student level data requests from District-operated
and Charter-operated charter schools are made on a regular basis. The requested data must be submitted in the
Office of the Independent Monitor’s (“OIM”) required format in accordance with the OIM’s required timelines
and as follows:

e End of Year Suspension

District ID, SSIS ID, last name, first name, date of birth, gender, grade, date of suspension, number
of days suspended, and reason for suspension.

e Statewide Assessment Data

The standard file including District ID.

e Norm day
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District ID, SSIS ID, last name, first name, date of birth, gender, grade, location code, school name
and local district for all students enrolled on norm day.

e CBEDS

e All Students enrolled as of December 1 of each school year

District ID, SSIS ID, last name, first name, date of birth, gender, grade, location code, school hame
and local district for all students enrolled on norm day.

e Dropout

District 1D, SSIS ID, last name, first name, middle name, date of birth, grade, last location, school
name and local district

e Monthly SESAC and Suspension data

e Graduation roster from all charter schools with 12th grade students with disabilities

The MCD requires charter schools to implement the District’s integrated student information system, which is
currently referred to as My Integrated Student Information System (MiSiS). MiSiS is a suite of applications
which is designed to capture all District student data. All charter schools are required to utilize MiSiS directly
or interface with MiSiS via a web based Application Programming Interface (API) in compliance with the
requirements of the MCD and applicable timelines. Upon charter school full utilization of MiSiS either directly
or via a web based API, the list of required data above will automatically be captured within MiSisS.
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1.1 General Information
Valor Academy High School is a school operated by Bright Star Schools, a charter network operating seven
schools in three communities (Koreatown, San Fernando Valley and West Adams).

1.1 VAHS General Information

Contact person for the chart school is: Dr. Evelyn Licea, Principal

8015 Van Nuys Boulevard, 4th Floor, Panorama
Contact address for the charter school is: City, CA 91402
Contact phone number for the charter school is: (323) 406-7155

Address: 8015 Van Nuys Boulevard, 4th Floor,
Panorama City, CA, 91402

The proposed address or zip code of the target Zip code of target community: 91402, 91343,
community to be served by Charter School is: 91352, 91353

This location is in LAUSD Board District: 6

This location is in LAUSD Local District: Northeast

The grade configuration of Charter School is: Grades 9 through 12

The number of students in the first year will be: 480

The grade level of students in the first year will be: |Grades 9 through 12
Charter school's scheduled first day of instruction in

2018-19 is: August 20, 2018
The enrollment capacity is (total number of students
who may be enrolled, regardless of residency): 480

The type of instructional calendar (traditional/year-
round, single track/multi-track, extended day/year): |Traditional

The bell schedule for the charter school will be: 7:35a.m. - 3:20 p.m.
The term of this charter shall be from: 2018-2023

1.2 Community Need for Charter School: Neighborhood to be

Served

Valor Academy High School is a charter high school in the Bright Star Schools network, serving the
communities of North Hills, Arleta, Pacoima, and Panorama City. Valor Academy High School was built off
the success of Valor Academy Middle School, which became one of the highest performing schools in
LAUSD in its early history.

San Fernando Valley is a rapidly urbanizing community which welcomes a range of socio-economic, racial
and immigrant diversity. While the community is rich in diversity, this also brings a set of challenges for
community members.

The chart below indicates the average income in Panorama City is $44,468 with 60.5% of households in their
community earning less than $40,000 annually. Additionally, 55.0% of Panorama City residents are foreign
born and only 13.78% of residents older than age 25 have received higher education.!

L http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/panorama-city/
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Income

* $44,468 median household
income (2008 dollars), about
average for the city of Los
Angeles but low for the county

¢ In Los Angeles County, Canoga
Park, Sun Valley and Long
Beach have the most similar
household incomes.

¢ The percentages of households that
earn $20,000 to $40,000 and
$20,000 or less are high for the
county.

Education

* 13.7% of residents 25 and older
have a four-year degree, about
average for the city of Los
Angeles and about average for
the county

In Los Angeles County, Mid-City,
Elizabeth Lake and Gardena
have the nearest percentage of
residents 25 and older with a four-
year degree.

¢ The percentage of residents 25 and
older with less than a high
school diploma is high for the
county.

Source: As reported by the Los Angeles Times. Retrieved from
http://maps.latimes.com/neighborhoods/neighborhood/panorama-city/

5,789

4,768

3,217 3,259

405

20 or less 20-40 40-60 60-125 125 and up

Household income in thousands of 2000 dollars

Less than high schoo _ 17,267

High schoo 6,318
Some college 6,504
Bachelor's degree 3,683
Master's degree or higher+ 1,079
Education level

Studies continually indicate that students living in households at or below the poverty line are at a greater risk
of academic failure than their peers who live in households above the poverty line, as noted in Eric Jensen’s
Teaching with Poverty in Mind. High school is a period of time in a child’s life critical to social, emotional
and academic development necessary to prepare capable and confident students relentlessly pursuing higher
education. In turn, Bright Star Schools is committed to increasing access to resources and opportunities for

our students.

To achieve this, VAHS will provide a rigorous academic program, tools for good decision-making and a
culture of accountability, scaffolding and creativity. This program is designed to address the following:

1. To create a small school community with a focus on college prep and character education to address
the unique challenges in the local community.
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2. To create the possibility for a contiguous TK -12 programmatic option for students and families in
this community?

3. To work with the LAUSD schools in our local community to raise our collective educational
excellence, especially relative to high school graduation rates as well as familiarity & access to the
college application, acceptance and matriculation processes.

By the time Bright Star students enters 12" grade, they will be prepared to enter higher education confidently
and competitively, with a strong familiarity with the college application, acceptance and matriculation
processes. We will also support the foundational skill building of our students with outreach and education to
families so that the support of students extends to the home environment, no matter what that looks like for
each student.

In addition, all Bright Star schools will work to develop the socio-emotional and coping skills to overcome
the many life challenges they may face on their path to accessing higher education. Bright Star Schools
strongly believes students are most successful when they receive personalized and holistic support that
enables them to thrive. Our model includes a strong focus on socio-emaotional learning, restorative justice and
academic rigor. At VAHS, school administrators personally know each student and all staff members know
the families they serve. Additionally, students and parents have the assurance from the school that students
are given as much time needed to complete their educational experience prior to being promoted to the next
grade, class and/or level if they have not yet mastered the requisite skills.

As part of our school program, additional hours spent outside of the basic curriculum will be used for
instruction in enrichment including structured co-curricular activities (athletic programs, clubs and the
arts). Extra academic tutorial sessions wi